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W E L C O M E

A LETTER FROM OUR CEO 
 

Welcome to the V Foundation for Cancer Research’s  
inaugural Sonoma Epicurean event! For over 29 years, 
we’ve been on the front lines of the cancer fight, raising 
dollars to fund game-changing research and all-star  
scientists to accelerate Victory Over Cancer®. Our  
events have played a critical role in these efforts,  
and it’s an honor to come together for the first time  
in Sonoma County, in a beautiful setting surrounded  
by such passionate hearts. 

We are proud to work with generous donors, corporate sponsors and the brightest minds  
in science to tackle this daunting but winnable battle. Your support this weekend is an 
investment in the Stuart Scott Memorial Cancer Research Fund. The V Foundation and 
founding partner ESPN have had a long-standing commitment to health equity and  
established the Stuart Scott Fund in memory of beloved ESPN sportscaster Stuart Scott 
after he passed away from cancer in 2015. Stuart was a champion for cancer research and 
was especially driven to improve outcomes for minorities disproportionately affected by 
the disease. Through this fund, we’ve awarded nearly $15 million in grants directed to 
research specifically focused on racial disparities in cancer outcomes as well as general 
cancer research lead by scientists from underrepresented groups. There is an urgent need 
to address these problems and we applaud your commitment to helping us find answers.  

Stuart was a passionate supporter of cancer research. We will raise a toast to him,  
remembering him and celebrating him, as well as so many others who are thriving  
and those we’ve lost in this battle. 

We are focused and determined in our mission because it is so important. With you on  
our team, our vision can become a reality.  

 

 With gratitude, 
 
 
 

SHA NE JA COBSON 
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A G E N D A

Sonoma EpiCUREan Symposium
Montage  Hea ldsburg   |   Sa tu rday,  Ap r i l  2 ,  2022

8:00 – 9:00am Wellness Breakfast: The Future of Food as Medicine
  Featuring Guest Speakers:

  James Corwell, Certified Master Chef®  
  Chief Innovation Officer, Ocean Hugger Foods

  Cathryn Couch, CEO Ceres Community Projects

9:00 – 9:30am  Break

9:30 – 11:30am   EpiCUREan Symposium

9:30am  Welcome by host Shane Jacobson and moderator Evan Goldberg

9:40 – 10:00am  Overview by Dr. Bill Nelson 

10:00 – 10:20am  Dr. Nancy Davidson  |  THE ROLE OF HORMONES IN BREAST CANCER HEALTH 

   Breast cancer is often a hormonally mediated illness. Our ability to  
prevent and treat breast cancer has been greatly enhanced by laboratory 
discoveries about estrogen signaling pathways as well as careful epidemio-
logical research to tease out risk factors for development of breast cancer. 
Research on how these pathways may go awry in breast cancer has led to 
the development of strategies to circumvent these abnormalities to better 
prevent or treat many people with breast cancer. 

10:20 – 10:40am  Dr. Shruti Naik  |  THE JEKYLL AND HYDE FUNCTION OF IMMUNITY IN CANCER   

   Our immune system has surfaced as a powerful weapon against cancer.  
Paradoxically, immune factors are also known to play a role in cancer  
development and progress. I discuss these opposing-roles of immunity  
and highlight how fundamental research performed in laboratories  
revolutionized cancer therapies. I also review current paradigms on how  
environmental factors (microbes, nutrients etc.) modulate inflammation  
and can be leveraged to boost immune health. 

10:40 – 11:00am  Dr. Otis Brawley  |  CANCER HEALTH DISPARITIES

   Interdisciplinary research of cancer health disparities working to close racial, 
economic, and social disparities in the prevention, detection, and treatment 
of cancer in the United States and worldwide. Cancer can be a completely 
different experience for people who are Black, and the outcomes show  
Black and African American people in the U.S. have the highest cancer  
mortality and shortest survival rate of any racial or ethnic group.

11:00 – 11:10am  Closing Remarks

11:10 – 11:30am   Q & A
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M E E T  O U R  S P E A K E R S

WILLIAM G. NELSON, M.D., PH.D.
Chair of the V Foundation’s Scientific Advisory Committee;  
Marion I. Knott Professor of Oncology and Director of the  
Sidney Kimmel Comprehensive Cancer Center at Johns Hopkins

Dr. Nelson is the Marion I. Knott Professor of Oncology and Director of the 
Sidney Kimmel Comprehensive Cancer Center at Johns Hopkins. He currently 
holds Professorships in Oncology, Medicine, Pharmacology, Pathology, Radiation 

Oncology, Urology, and Environmental Health Sciences, as well as adjunct appointments at the Howard 
University School of Medicine and the Taipei Medical College.

Dr. Nelson’s laboratory discovered one of the first genes subject to epigenetic silencing in human 
cancer, leading to DNA-based prostate cancer diagnostic tests approved by the US Food and Drug 
Administration-the first such tests in common use. In addition, working with longtime collaborators 
Angelo M. DeMarzo, Srinivasan Yegnasubramanian, Elizabeth A. Platz, William B. Isaacs, and others, 
Dr. Nelson’s research has transformed understanding of the how prostate cancers arise. The team has 
identified the major precursor to prostate cancer, ‘proliferative inflammatory atrophy,’ implicated DNA 
topoisomerases in generation of somatic genome translocations in prostate cancer cells, indicted  
heterocyclic amine carcinogens from overcooked meats in pathogenesis of some prostate cancers,  
and highlighted intra-glandular spread of invasive adenocarcinoma as a common mimic of prostatic 
intraepithelial neoplasia.

Outside of Johns Hopkins, Dr. Nelson is a recognized leader in cancer research, organizing national and 
international meetings in cancer health disparities, cancer prevention, and prostate cancer. He serves 
on the Board and as Scientific Director of the V Foundation, on the Board of the Break Through Cancer 
Foundation, as a Scientific Co-Chair for Stand Up 2 Cancer, and on the Scientific Advisory Board for 
the Prostate Cancer Foundation. He also works as Executive Editor of Cancer Today, and as a Senior 
Editor of Cancer Research and of the Journal of Clinical Investigation. Owner of eleven issued patents, 
he is a co-founder of Digital Harmonics, Brahm Astra Therapeutics, and DH Cytoacoustics, and a Board 
Member of Armis Biopharma.

NANCY E. DAVIDSON, M.D.  
President & Executive Director,  Seattle Cancer Care Alliance
Senior Vice President and Member, Clinical Research Division,  
Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center
Head, Department of Medicine, Division of Medical Oncology,  
University of Washington
Raisbeck Endowed Chair for Collaborative Cancer Research

Dr. Davidson is a world-renowned breast cancer researcher who serves as Senior Vice President of  
the Clinical Research Division at Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center, Head of the Medical  
Oncology Division at the University of Washington, and President of Seattle Cancer Care Alliance.  
She was president of American Society of Clinical Oncology (ASCO) from 2007-2008 and of American 
Association of Cancer Research (AACR) from 2016-2017. 

Dr. Davidson completed her M.D. from Harvard Medical School, internship at the University of  
Pennsylvania, residency at Johns Hopkins, and medical oncology fellowship at NIH’s National  
Cancer Institute. She served as a faculty member in the Department of Oncology at Johns Hopkins  
University School of Medicine from 1986-2009 and held the Breast Cancer Research Chair of Oncology 
from 1995-2009. From 2009-2016 she served as Hillman Professor of Oncology, Associate Vice Chancellor  
for Cancer Research and Director of the Cancer Institute at the University of Pittsburgh. She is a 
member of the National Academy of Medicine and the American Academy of Arts and Sciences.
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SHRUTI NAIK, PH.D.
Assistant Professor, Department of Pathology  
Perlmutter Cancer Center

Dr. Shruti Naik is an Assistant Professor of Pathology at New York University 
School of Medicine. She received her Ph.D. from the University of Pennsylvania- 
National Institutes of Health Graduate Partnership Program, and then pursued 
her postdoctoral studies as a Damon Runyon Cancer Research Fellow at the 

Rockefeller University. For her research and advocacy, she has received numerous awards including the 
L’Oréal For Women in Science Award, the Damon Runyon Cancer Foundation Dale F. Frey Award for 
Breakthrough Scientist, the Blavatnik Award for Young Scientists, the International Takeda Innovators in 
Science Award, Pew Stewart Scholar, NIH Director’s New Innovator Award DP2, Packard Foundation 
Fellowship, and the V scholar Award.

Naik studies the dynamic interactions between immune cells and epithelial stem cells to understand 
how this conversation drives tissue regeneration and is hijacked in cancer. During her postdoctoral 
studies she uncovered that stem cells maintain a memory of inflammation which enhances their  
regenerative capacity. Her group is now focused on understanding how inflammatory memory  
predisposes stem cells to cancer. 

OTIS W. BRAWLEY, M.D., MACP, FRCP(L),  FASCO
Bloomberg Distinguished Professor of Oncology and Epidemiology   
Johns Hopkins University
 
Otis W. Brawley, M.D., MACP, FRCP(L), FASCO, FACE is the Bloomberg  
Distinguished Professor of Oncology and Epidemiology at Johns Hopkins  
University. He is an authority on cancer screening and prevention. His work  
also focuses on how to close racial, economic, and social inequalities in the 

prevention, detection, and treatment of cancer. It is concentrated on the appropriate practice of  
evidence-based medicine, efficiency in healthcare and the waste that occurs when there is not  
orthodox interpretation of science. Dr. Brawley was chief medical and scientific officer of the  
American Cancer Society from 2007 to 2018. Brawley is a Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians 
(London), a Fellow of the American Society of Clinical Oncology, a Fellow of the American College  
of Epidemiology and one of the few physicians to be named a Master of the American College of 
Physicians. He is an elected member of the National Academy of Medicine.

M E E T  O U R  S P E A K E R S
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JAMES CORWELL
James Corwell, Certified Master Chef®  
Chief Innovation Officer, Ocean Hugger Foods

From food related climate challenges, food sustainability, and food trends, 
Certified Master Chef James Corwell is addressing these issues for the next 
generation of plant-based foods. In the 35 years at the pinnacle of the  
epicurean world, Chef James has spent the last decade committed to  
creating and developing a variety of plant-based products that are  
sustainable, accessible, and affordable to consumers, food professionals, 
and businesses alike.

Working in Tokyo, Chef James saw first-hand the devastation created by overfishing and over  
consumption on a global level. While being a highly recognized Certified Master Chef, he was deeply 
unsatisfied with what he was witnessing, “It isn’t enough!” James became focused on plant-based 
foods and inventing new products the market had not yet seen. In 2014, he chose to take further 
action and became the original founder and Chief Innovation Officer of Tomato Sushi and Ocean 
Hugger Foods, the first company to address sashimi and raw sushi in the plant-based space. Bringing 
forth his culinary experiences from Europe, Asia, and the Americas, James helped to transform the 
narrative around seafood, ocean sustainability, and the future of food.  

A multi award winning chef, James is one of less than 70 Certified Master Chefs in the United States. 
As a plant-based entrepreneur James applies his focused expertise to build national and globally 
scaled enterprises.  Passionate about the future trajectory of food and global population, James 
lectures extensively, supports research & product development and wellness projects within public 
and private sectors. 

CATHRYN COUCH
CEO, Ceres Community Projects

Cathryn Couch is the founder and CEO for Ceres Community Project, a 
non-profit working to foster health by connecting people to one another and  
to a healthier food system. Ceres provides 150,000 organic, medically tailored 
meals annually to low-income people struggling because of a health challenge. 
Youth volunteers grow food and prepare the meals as part of a youth develop-
ment, culinary and food system education program.  Ceres has trained a dozen 
communities across the United States and in Denmark to replicate their model. 

Cathryn chairs the California Food is Medicine Coalition, a six agency collaboration conducting the  
first statewide medically tailored meal pilot for Medicaid members. Ceres is also one of four agencies 
currently conducting large-scale randomized control trials for medically tailored meals at Kaiser  
Permanente. Couch is an advisor to the Aspen Institute’s Food & Society initiative; contributed to  
the Rockefeller Foundation’s 2020 Reset the Table report, helps lead Hearts of Sonoma County –  
a collaborative working to reduce heart attacks and strokes; and participates in Marin Food Policy 
Council, California Food & Farming Network, and the Food Lab at Google.  

Cathryn is a CNN Hero and has been a finalist for The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation’s Community 
Health Leaders Award, finalist for the James Irvine Leadership Award, and a Red Cross Adult Humanitarian 
Hero. She holds an MBA from the University of Michigan.

M E E T  O U R  S P E A K E R S

COMMUNITY
      PROJECT 
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W E L L N E S S  B R E A K F A S T  M E N U

Enhanced Fruit Smoothie, Juice, and Coffee 
Vegan Croissant with Butter and Jam

Notes: Here I am addressing excess sugar, caffeine, and saturated fat and how they lead 
to diabetes, heart disease, high blood pressure and by extension cancers.  With the ingre-

dients provided, we can mitigate these effects in our diet. The functionals in the smoothie 
will increase liver function and health, as well as brain and body energy off-setting that 2pm 

slump.  Having a completely heart-healthy croissant may sound novel but there is a huge 
demand as those who are concerned about animal cholesterol still want a great croissant.  

Vegan House Cured Salmon, Arugula  
Herbed Farmer Cheese and Everything Bagel 

Notes: Lifestyle diseases including cancers don’t just happen overnight. The cumulative 
effect of disease happens over many months and years. We can only control what we  

are able to, and food is that.  Farm-raised salmon, though determined safe, is given antibiotics, 
growth hormones, coloring agents, and fights constantly to ward off viruses and diseases 

due to excrement-rich waters and overcrowded growing conditions. The same or similar can 
be said for the dairy industry. Ethical beliefs aside, we just don’t precisely know the effects 
of consuming hormones, antibiotics, coloring agents and mercury, micro-plastics and other 
industrial waste has on the human body. Avoiding these, endorsing, and eating plant-based 

alternatives will mitigate and lessen the rise of lifestyle diseases including cancer. 

Vegan Squash, Broccoli and Ginger Quiche  
Notes: The culinary landscape and food industry are changing quickly so we don’t have  

to give up our desire for a luxury diet. Healthier and affordable alternatives are more  
abundant than ever before. This vegan quiche is high in plant protein made from mung 

beans, and the cheese is made from unsaturated plant fats. Even the buttery pie crust and 
decadent hollandaise will not increase your LDL. By switching to these few ingredients,  

they may even lower your LDL, and cancer risks by decreasing the needs for statins.

Vegan Lemon Ricotta Pancakes with Limoncello,  
Maple Syrup and Coconut Cream

Notes: Here is a good time to recap and note that everything is interrelated,  
and disease can lead to more disease and related complications. Increased  
wellness offsets illness. The most convenient medicine at our disposal is the  
food we eat. We are empowered to make much healthier decisions at the  

restaurant and at home than ever before in modern history. These pancakes  
are made with psyllium husk fiber to lower cholesterol and aid in gut function.  

M ENU  NOTES  FR OM CHE F  JAME S COR W E LL

“HISTORY AND NATURE HAVE GIVEN US THE ANSWERS  
TO THE BENEFITS OF FOOD AND HEALTH. FOOD IS MEDICINE.” 

-James Corwell, Certified Master Chef®
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W E L L N E S S  R E C I P E S

R E C I P E

VEGAN HOUSE CURED SALMON, ARUGULA,  
HERBED FARMER CHEESE AND EVERYTHING BAGEL
Yield:  4 portions

I N G R E D I E N T S

4-6 ea  Everything Bagel, cut into thin radial slices  
6 oz.  Vegan Farmers or Cream Cheese 
1 Tbsp (more to taste) Chives, Parsley, Tarragon, chopped 
2 oz. (more as needed) Arugula, baby or micro
8 oz. Seavolution Vegan Smoked Salmon
3 Tbsp. Pumpkin Seeds

1. Preheat the oven to 350 degrees; toast the bagel slices until golden brown.
2. In a bowl, soften the farmers cheese and stir in the chopped herbs.
3. Spread the herbed cheese over the warm toasted bagel slices.
4. Portion draped slices of the vegan smoked salmon over each bagel.
5. Garnish the salmon with baby or micro arugula and/or sunflower sprouts.  
6. Sprinkle with toasted sunflower seeds before serving.

“POOR DIETS ARE THE LEADING CAUSE OF MORTALITY IN  
THE U.S., AND AN OVERWHELMING BODY OF EVIDENCE SHOWS  

THAT ACCESS TO HEALTHY FOOD IMPROVES OUTCOMES.” 

-Cathryn Couch, CEO, Ceres Community Projects 
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R E C I P E

VEGAN BUTTERY PIE CRUST
Yield:  single crust

I N G R E D I E N T S

1 ½ cups Unbleached white flour

½ tsp. Salt

7 Tbsp. Vegan butter

4 Tbsp. Ice water

1.  Combine flour, salt and butter in a food processor. Should resemble coarse  
corn meal.  

2.  Remove to a bowl and work in ice water. Please do not over mix. Dough should be crumbly 
and poorly mixed, just able to hold a rough ball.  Rest covered, cool for 30 minutes.

3.  Roll out dough on a floured surface to a 10-inch circle.  Invert a 9-inch pie pan onto dough to 
check size. Place dough in pie pan and trim excess. Flute the edges. Chill at least 15 minutes.  
If blind baking, dock the dough, line with oven paper, weight with raw beans, cook at 350° F  
for 20-30 minutes until golden brown.

R E C I P E

SQUASH, BROCCOLI AND GINGER QUICHE
I N G R E D I E N T S  Yield:  6 Portions

½ lb. Winter squash (Butternut, Hubbard  
  halved, seeded, not peeled)

½ lb.  Broccoli, blanched and chopped

1 ½  Tbsp.  Olive oil, extra virgin

1 cup Onion, finely chopped

¼ tsp. Turmeric, ground

1 Tbsp.  Ginger Root, peeled and grated

¼ tsp.  Cayenne

3 oz.  Milk, soy

¼ tsp.  Nutmeg, ground

½ tsp.  Salt (plus more to taste)

1 dash  Tabasco sauce

2 egg equivalent    Egg Replacement

Basic Pie Crust  (see recipe below)

1. Preheat oven to 350˚F. Blind bake the pie shell. 

2.  Bake squash about 30 minutes, until tender, on a sheet pan. Into a large bowl scoop  
out large squash chunks.  

3. Using a food processor fine chop the broccoli and combine with the squash chunks.

4.  Heat oil in a sauteuse to sauté onion until wilted. Sprinkle turmeric over the onions. Stir in 
ginger root, cayenne; add a 1/4 cup milk. Cook, stirring often, until the mixture is heated 
through. Add nutmeg, salt and Tabasco. Remove from heat, transfer to the squash mixture.

5.  Add in the egg substitute to the squash mixture and stir to combine well. Pour into the  
prepared pie crust. Bake for 40 to 50 minutes, or until a knife inserted in the center comes  
out clean. Remove from oven. Let stand to cool for a few minutes before serving.
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R E C I P E

VEGAN LEMON RICOTTA PANCAKES WITH  
LIMONCELLO, MAPLE SYRUP AND COCONUT CREAM

I N G R E D I E N T S  Yield:  3 Portions 
1 cup  Unbleached white flour
½ tsp. Baking powder
½ tsp. Baking soda
1 Tbsp. Sugar
1 pinch  Salt
1 tsp. Vanilla Extract 
1 cup  Milk, Almond
2 Tbsp. Limoncello

1.  Heat a griddle or cast-iron pan to medium heat. Make the pancake batter by mixing the dry 
ingredients first (flour, baking powder, baking soda, sugar, and salt). In a separate bowl, mix 
the wet ingredients together (egg replacement, vanilla extract, half of the limoncello, lemon 
juice, lemon zest, and ricotta) and then fold it into the dry mix until combined.

2.  Lightly butter a heated griddle or pan. Use a ¼ sized measuring cup to scoop out the batter 
and place on the griddle. Wait until you see small bubbles on top before flipping and cook for 
a minute or two longer. Depending on the size of your pan, you will need to work in batches  
of 3 or 4. Remember to butter the pan as you work through the batches.

3.  While cooking the pancake, make the limoncello maple syrup. In a small bowl, stir in the 
remaining limoncello into the maple syrup. Once the pancakes are done serve immediately 
and drizzle with the limoncello maple syrup. Add some whipped coconut cream and fresh 
blueberries before serving.

1 Tbsp. Lemon Juice
½ tsp. Lemon Zest
1 egg equivalent  Egg Replacement 
½ cup  Cashew or Almond Ricotta
1 Tbsp. Vegan butter, Angel brand (more as needed)
3-4 Tbsp. Maple Syrup (more as needed)
½ cup  Blueberries, fresh
Coconut Cream (see recipe below)

R E C I P E

WHIPPED COCONUT CREAM
Yield:  4 portions

I N G R E D I E N T S

2 (13.5-ounce) cans Full-fat coconut milk,  
  chilled overnight 

2 Tbsp. Maple syrup

1 Tbsp. Vanilla Extract

1 Tbsp. Lemon Zest

1 pinch  Salt

1 Tbsp.  Lemon juice (more as desired)

1.  Scoop the coconut solids from the top of the can and spoon it into a countertop mixer fitted 
with a whisk attachment. Make sure the solids are coconut water free (if it mixes in with your 
coconut, cream will not whip). Reserve the leftover coconut water chilled.

2.  Beat the coconut cream on high speed until it begins to thicken and peaks form. 

3.  Add the maple syrup, vanilla extract, lemon zest, salt, and lemon juice and whip until well  
combined and coconut cream is very thick.

4. Reserve chilled until ready to serve.
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Funds research 
for all types of cancer.

Grant recipients 
are awarded funds 
for their research. 
Progress reports 
are submitted an-
nually.

Funding of critical 
cancer research 
brings us closer to 
Victory Over Cancer®.

The V Foundation invites 
each of the 70+ National 
Cancer Institute-designated 
cancer facilities to nominate 
a researcher for funding 
consideration.

The V Foundation’s 
Scientific Advisory 
Committee reviews 
and recommends 
the best proposals 
for funding.

Our Grant Process

Th
e V

 Fo
un

da
tio

n

Invests in projects 
with the greatest 
potential for results.

Supports research at leading cancer 
centers across the country.

Has a top rating from Charity Navigator (4-star) and is among the top 2% of all charities evaluated.

Was established in 1993 by ESPN and 
Jim Valvano, legendary NCAA 
basketball coach and sports commentator.

Has awarded nearly 

$290 million 
to cancer research.

&

Awards 100% 
of direct donations 
to cancer research.

The V Foundation’s endowment covers administrative expenses.

A B O U T  T H E  V  F O U N D AT I O N

One in two men and one in three women in the U.S. 
will be diagnosed with cancer in their lifetimes. 

The V Foundation is driven to change these statistics  
by funding the best cancer researchers nationwide. 
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T H E  V  F O U N D AT I O N  G R A N T S

About Cancer Research
The V Foundation’s grant-making model ensures the most promising cancer research projects at state 
of-the-art facilities around the country are funded. Grants are awarded to innovative researchers with  
the most cutting-edge ideas on how to better diagnose cancers, target therapies, prevent recurrences  
and declare victory over the disease. 100% of direct donations are used to fund projects that our scientific 
advisors recommend as the most likely to help men, women and children diagnosed with cancer.

The V Foundation Grant Process
The V Foundation does not accept unsolicited proposals. The V Foundation issues a call to the  
70+ NCI-designated cancer centers, who are asked to submit their strongest grant proposal to  
compete against those from the other cancer centers. The submitted proposals are reviewed by  
our world-class Scientific Advisory Committee and other scientific experts who recommend the  
best proposals to fund. Progress reports for awarded grants are submitted annually. There are  
4 different types of grants awarded by the V Foundation:  V Scholar, Translational, Designated  
and Mission, each varying in size and duration.

Where Does Cancer Research Money Go?
100% of direct donations to the V Foundation benefit cancer research and programs. This means 
every single penny you donate supports cancer research and not V Foundation operating expenses. 
Operating expenses are paid for by the V Foundation’s endowment.
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F U N D - A - N E E D STUART SCOTT MEMORIAL CANCER RESEARCH FUND

At the V Foundation for Cancer Research, our mission is to fund game-changing research and all-star  
scientists to accelerate victory over cancer and save lives. In pursuit of that mission, we remain actively 
committed to the principles of diversity, equity and inclusion. We know having varied perspectives helps 
generate better ideas to solve the complex problems presented by cancer. 

Today, there are higher cancer incidence and lower survival rates for minority populations and an  
underrepresentation of minority researchers in the cancer field. We strive to fund the breakthrough  
cancer research that accurately reflects our society.

The V Foundation and founding partner ESPN have had a long-standing commitment to health equity  
and established the Stuart Scott Memorial Cancer Research Fund in memory of beloved ESPN sportscaster 
Stuart Scott after he passed away from cancer in 2015. Stuart Scott was a champion for cancer research 
and was especially driven to improve outcomes for minorities disproportionately affected by the disease.

The Goal: Stop Cancer Disparities
Since the inception of the Stuart Scott Memorial Cancer Research Fund, the V Foundation awards grants 
that support minority researchers and research that addresses the biological basis of cancer disparities. 

Translational Grants and Designated Grants that fund research on cancer types that disproportionately 
affect minority populations, including research on the biological basis of cancer disparities experienced by 
patients specifically from minority populations. Research is dedicated to the aggressiveness, therapeutic 
responsiveness, and ultimate outcomes experienced by cancer patients from diverse ethnic populations.

The Fund also supports V Scholar Grants, awarded to scientists from minority populations who are  
presently underrepresented in science. This gives these researchers important, early-career funding to 
establish their labs and begin their careers as cancer researchers.

To date, the V Foundation has awarded nearly $15 million in research grants from combined funds raised 
through ESPN, Inc. and other generous donors and partners.

Our goal is to bring resolution to inequities in the cancer space. Your support will accelerate cutting-edge 
research, help experts diagnose cancer earlier and treat it more effectively, and fuel our commitment to 
inclusion which helps us close the gap, unconscious bias and disparities in our work to end cancer.

Stuart Scott
1965 - 2015
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STUART SCOTT MEMORIAL CANCER RESEARCH FUND

Visit v.org/stuartscott to make a donation in Scott’s memory. 

have been awarded at 
31 cancer centers since the 
fund’s inception in 2015.

46GRANTS

PROSTATE, COLORECTAL, BREAST, 
ENDOMETRIAL & LUNG CANCERS.

FUNDED RESEARCH 
PROJECTS INCLUDE 

830.584 px

RESEARCH IS DEDICATED TO THE 
AGGRESSIVENESS, THERAPEUTIC 
RESPONSIVENESS AND ULTIMATE 
OUTCOMES EXPERIENCED
BY CANCER PATIENTS FROM 
DIVERSE ETHNIC POPULATIONS. 

Stuart Scott, a dedicated friend of 
the V Foundation, helped raise funds 

for the organization for 20+ years, 
beginning long before 2007, when 

he was diagnosed with cancer.

The V Foundation has awarded nearly $15million from the Stuart 

Scott Memorial Cancer Research Fund. The groundbreaking cancer 

research initiative funds outstanding minority researchers and 

also research that explores the biology behind why some cancers 

are more likely to occur, more aggressive or harder to treat in 

some minority populations. 
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Photo credit: Roger Winstead

SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE (EST. 1997)

Robert C. Bast, Jr., M.D. 
The University of Texas MD  
Anderson Cancer Center 

Area of Specialty: Gynecological 

Nancy E. Davidson, M.D. 
Fred Hutchinson Cancer  
Research Center

Area of Specialty: Breast

H. Shelton “Shelley” Earp, M.D.
Lineberger Cancer Center, 
UNC-CH

Area of Specialty: Breast

Olivera J. Finn, Ph.D.
University of Pittsburgh  
School of Medicine

Area of Specialty:  
Cancer Immunology

        

Richard I. Fisher, M.D., FASCO
Former President & CEO,  
Fox Chase Cancer Center

Area of Specialty: Hematology

James M. Ford, M.D.
Stanford University  
School of Medicine

Area of Specialty: Gastric

Susan G. Hilsenbeck, Ph.D.
Baylor College of Medicine

Area of Specialty: Biostatistics 

Michael B. Kastan, M.D., Ph.D.
Duke Cancer Institute

Duke University School  
of Medicine

Area of Specialty: Pediatrics 
(Hematology) 

Theodore S. Lawrence,  
M.D., Ph.D.
University of Michigan

Area of Specialty:  
Radiation Oncology

John D. Minna, M.D.
University of Texas  
Southwestern Medical Center

Area of Specialty: Lung

Joseph O. Moore, M.D. 
Department of Medicine

Duke University Medical Center

Area of Specialty: Hematology

William Nelson, M.D., Ph.D. 
The Sidney Kimmel  
Comprehensive Cancer Center 
at Johns Hopkins

Area of Specialty: Prostate

Olufunmilayo “Funmi” Olopade, 
M.D., FACP 
The University of Chicago

Area of Specialty:  
Breast, Genomics

Brian Patrick O’Neill, M.D.
Mayo Clinic Cancer Center

Area of Specialty: Brain

David Piwnica-Worms,  
M.D., Ph.D.
The University of Texas  
MD Anderson Cancer Center 

Area of Specialty:  
Diagnostic Imaging

Helen Piwnica-Worms, Ph.D. 
The University of Texas  
MD Anderson Cancer Center

Area of Specialty:  
Radiation Oncology

Jonathan W. Simons, M.D. 
The Marcus Foundation

Area of Specialty: Prostate

Margaret A. Tempero, M.D.
University of California,  
San Francisco

Area of Specialty: Pancreatic 

DON’T GIVE UP,  
 DON’T EVER GIVE UP. 

-Jim Valvano
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T H A N K  Y O U

 A LETTER FROM  
OUR BOARD CHAIR 

Thank you for joining us at the V Foundation’s inaugural Sonoma 
Epicurean! On behalf of the V Foundation Board of Directors, we 
thank you for your interest in our vision to achieve Victory Over 
Cancer, and to do so by raising critical resources to fuel cancer 
research while enjoying memorable experiences in Sonoma County. 
The V Foundation has a long and cherished history of creating world 
class experiences that are meant to bring together donors, scientists, 
and those impacted by cancer. We envision Sonoma Epicurean 
becoming one of the organization’s signature events for years to come.

My wife Cindy and I take the charge to defeat cancer personally. This disease has impacted our family 
in significant ways. We realize that we have the opportunity to positively influence our future and the 
future for our children. By supporting the V Foundation, we are partnering with an organization that 
flows all funds to a highly accomplished Scientific Advisory Committee. The Committee then identifies 
the very best research—what we call game-changing opportunities. These opportunities are connected 
to all-star researchers with novel ideas to develop new treatments, therapies, and technology, and who 
create new knowledge to better understand cancer. Our confidence in making even more progress to 
develop cures and save lives grows every day.

All of us are part of the team—and it takes all of us acting as ONE to defeat an opponent as significant 
as cancer. I hope you enjoy your weekend in Sonoma. Please engage with all this weekend has to offer. 
Together, we will all think, laugh, and cry, just as Coach Jim Valvano asked us to do. Thank you for your 
support!
 

Sincerely,

 

Evan Goldberg

EVAN GOLDBERG  
Executive Vice President, Oracle NetSuite Global Business Unit

Goldberg is responsible for product strategy and development at Oracle NetSuite Global 
Business Unit. Prior to Oracle’s acquisition of NetSuite, Goldberg was CTO and Chairman of 
the NetSuite board. Before co-founding NetSuite in 1998, Goldberg spent eight years at Oracle 
Corporation, where he served as a vice president. He was involved in a variety of projects, 
all focused on making powerful database technology more accessible to users. When he left 
Oracle, he started mBED Software and built groundbreaking website technology. Goldberg 
holds a B.A. Summa Cum Laude in Applied Mathematics from Harvard College.
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